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Dimensions of living

By FRAN EVANS

Former St. James resident Laura 
Mancuso has channeled her love of 
the beach and marine biology, as well 
as her dedication to the environment, 
into constructive action with her 
ÀUVW� FKLOGUHQ·V� ERRN�� 7KH� )LQ�7DVWLF�
Cleanup.
7KH� ERRN� WHOOV� WKH� VWRU\� RI� WKUHH�

mermaids living happily in their coral 
YLOODJH� XQWLO� WKH\� FRPH� IDFH�WR�IDFH�
with pollution, which is damaging 
their environment and harming their 
RFHDQ�VKDULQJ�IULHQGV��
7KH�PHUPDLGV��6DUD��$OL[�DQG�/XF\��

recognizing the dangers, spring into 
action; gathering the harmful trash 
surrounding their village and bringing 
it to shore where they get assistance 
IURP� HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�
humans who are also concerned with 
protecting the sea.
´/LYLQJ�RXW�KHUH��ZH·UH�DW�WKH�EHDFK�

all the time,” said the mother of two 
JLUOV�� 6DUDÀQD�� ��� DQG� /XFLD�� ��� ZKR�
now reside in Hampton Bays. “My 
daughters are very aware of the 
pollution on the beach. We always 
FOHDQ� LW� XS�� HYHQ� LI� LW� LVQ·W� RXUV�� ,W�
EUHDNV�RXU�KHDUWV�WKDW�LW�FDQ�KXUW�WKH�
animals and damage the environment. 
7KDW·V�KRZ�WKH�VWRU\�XQIROGHG�µ
0V��0DQFXVR�VDLG�KHU�VHYHQ�\HDU�ROG�

GDXJKWHU·V�SDVVLRQ�IRU�PHUPDLGV�PDGH�
KHU� DZDUH� RI� WKH� GHDUWK� RI� FKLOGUHQ·V�
SLFWXUH�ERRNV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW��´,I�,�DVN�
her what she wants to be when she 
grows up, she says a mermaid.”
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0V�� 0DQFXVR�� ZKRVH�

H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�VWLOO�OLYHV�LQ�6W��-DPHV��
seeing water bottles, bags and other 
assorted plastic washing up on the 
EHDFK� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� KHU� GDXJKWHU·V�
desire to be a mermaid ignited a 
VSDUN�WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�ZKRVH�
SLFWXUHV�DQG�ZRUGV�FDQ�EH�HQMR\HG�E\�
children as young as two and up to 
around age of 10.  
7KH� ERRN� LV� LOOXVWUDWHG� E\� -HQQD�

Guidi, a St. James resident and 
longtime friend. Ms. Guidi studied 
illustration and animation at the 
6FKRRO� RI� 9LVXDO� $UWV� LQ� 1HZ� <RUN�
&LW\�DQG�UHFHQWO\�HDUQHG�DQ�0$�LQ�$UW�
(GXFDWLRQ�IURP�/,8�3RVW�LQ�%URRNYLOOH��
:LWK� D� ORYH� RI� 'LVQH\� DQG� 3L[DU�

ÀOPV��0V��*XLGL�VDLG�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKLV�
ERRN�ÀWV�SHUIHFWO\�ZLWK�KHU�WDOHQWV�DQG�
LQWHUHVWV� WKDW� WRRN� URRW� LQ� KHU� HDUO\�
\HDUV�DQG�VSDUNHG�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�DUW�
´,� KDYH� DOZD\V� KDG� DQ� LQWHUHVW� LQ�

DQLPDWHG�PRYLHV�DQG�ERRNV�� ,� UHDG�D�
ORW� RI� ERRNV� VR� WKLV� DVVLJQPHQW� ZDV�
D�GUHDP�IRU�PH��,� ORYH�PHUPDLGV�DQG�
IDLU\WDOHV��,W�ZDV�OLNH�IDWH�µ�VKH�VDLG�

Ms. Guidi, who is on assignment at 
6HWDXNHW� (OHPHQWDU\� 6FKRRO� ZKHUH�

Mermaids’
messages

Author pens children’s book teaching
importance of protecting environment

she is teaching art, started off doing 
computer art and animation, switching 
WR�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�WR�IROORZ�KHU�KHDUW��́ ,�DP�
WU\LQJ� WR� EXLOG�P\� SRUWIROLR�� ,� KDYH� D�
IHZ� RWKHU� SURMHFWV� LQ� WKH� ZRUNV� DQG�
a small Etsy shop,” she said, adding 
that she recently illustrated three 
HERRNV�IRU�5HDGZRUNV�ZKLFK�VXSSOLHV�
free reading materials for students 
and teachers online. 
,W� ZDV� D� SHUIHFW� PDWFK� VDLG� 0V��

0DQFXVR��´,�ZURWH�WKH�ERRN�DQG�NQHZ�
how brilliant she was as an illustrator. 
,W� ZDV� JUHDW� EHFDXVH� ZH� ZRUNHG� RQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ� WRJHWKHU�� 7KLV� LV� D� ZKROH�
QHZ�ZRUOG� IRU�PH�� ,·P�KDYLQJ�D� ORW�RI�
IXQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�-HQQD�µ�

Ms. Mancuso, who remained in 
Buffalo for a few years following college 
JUDGXDWLRQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
adults with disabilities, said she found 
that she missed the ocean, her family 
and her friends so she and her family 
SDFNHG� XS� DQG� PRYHG� EDFN�� VHWWOLQJ�
LQWR�WKHLU�+DPSWRQ�%D\V·�KRPH�ZKHUH�
the bay and the ocean are an equal 
one and half mile distance. 

She spent a few years as a personal 
WUDLQHU�DIWHU�UHWXUQLQJ� WR�/RQJ� ,VODQG�
DQG�EHJDQ�ZULWLQJ�D�ÀWQHVV�DUWLFOH�IRU�
'DQ·V�3DSHUV�DQG�WKH�0RQWDXN�3LRQHHU�
on the East End; where she caught the 
writing bug. 
´,·G� EHHQ� KRPH� ZLWK� P\� JLUOV� DQG� ,�

QHHGHG� VRPHWKLQJ� IRU�P\VHOI� VR� ,� WRRN�
D� ZULWLQJ� FRXUVH� IRU� FKLOGUHQ·V� ERRNV�µ�
said Mancuso who graduated from 
6PLWKWRZQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ������DQG�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�DW�%XIIDOR�LQ�������́ $V�ORQJ�DV�
,�FDQ�UHPHPEHU��,�ORYHG�PDULQH�ELRORJ\��
,W·V�EHHQ�D�OLIHORQJ�LQWHUHVW�IRU�PH�µ
6KH� SXW� KHU� ZULWLQJ� VNLOOV� WR� XVH�

ZLWK�7KH�)LQ�7DVWLF�&OHDQXS�DQG�KDV�
D� VHFRQG� ERRN� LQ� WKH� ZRUNV� FDOOHG�
7KH� )LQ�7DVWLF� 5HVFXH�� D� PHUPDLG�
adventure in which they assist animals 
LQ�GLVWUHVV�� ´,�DFWXDOO\�ZHQW�WR�VFKRRO�
WKLQNLQJ�,�ZRXOG�EH�D�SROLFH�RIÀFHU��0\�
career path has changed 1,000 times.”
7KH�)LQ�7DVWLF�&OHDQXS�LV�SXEOLVKHG�

E\�0DVFRW� %RRNV� DQG� KDV� DQ� RIÀFLDO�
release date of May 4. Ms. Mancuso 
VDLG�VKH�ZLOO�EH�SDUW�RI�D�0D\����.LGV·�
'D\�%RRN�6DOH� DW� WKH�+DPSWRQ�%D\V�
3XEOLF�/LEUDU\�DQG�D� VHFRQG�HYHQW�DW�
WKH� /LEUDU\� KRVWHG� E\� WKH� &KLOGUHQ·V�
5RRP� WKDW� LQFOXGHV� DQ� DXWKRU·V� WHD�
DQG�4	$��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VKH�KDV�D�YLVLW�
WR� 6KRFN� .LGV� VWRUH� LQ�:HVWKDPSWRQ�
on her schedule. 

She said she has done outreach to 
EULFN�DQG�PRUWDU�VWRUHV�� LQGHSHQGHQW�
ERRNVWRUHV� DQG� QRYHOW\� VKRSV� DQG�
DOUHDG\�KDV�VRPH�RUGHUV��7KH�ERRN�LV�
DOVR� DYDLODEOH� RQOLQH� DW� $PD]RQ� DQG�
%DUQHV�DQG�1REHO� DQG� WKURXJK� UHWDLO�

VWRUHV�� ´,� DOVR� KDYH� PDQ\� WHDFKHU�
IULHQGV�DQG�,�NQRZ�WKDW�VRPH�VFKRROV�
are interested,” she said. 
´,W·V�EHHQ�VR�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�µ�VKH�VDLG��

´,�ZDV�KRPH�ZLWK�WKH�SDQGHPLF�VR�,�KDG�

Author Laura Mancuso (left) and Illustrator Jenna Guidi (right) have teamed up 
ZLWK�D�QHZ�FKLOGUHQ·V�ERRN��7KH�)LQ�7DVWLF�&OHDQXS�

PRUH�WLPH�WR�ZULWH�DQG�,�KDYH�P\�WZR�
ELJJHVW�IDQV�OLYLQJ�LQ�P\�KRXVH��,�UHDG�
it to them and see what their reaction 
LV�µ�VKH�VDLG�UHIHUULQJ�WR�6DUDÀQD�DQG�
/XFLD��´,�JHW�JUHDW�IHHGEDFN�µ

Chamber returns to in-person meetings
7KH� .LQJV� 3DUN� &KDPEHU� RI� &RPPHUFH� ZLOO� KROG� LWV� ÀUVW� LQ�SHUVRQ�

JHQHUDO�PHPEHUVKLS�PHHWLQJ�:HGQHVGD\��0D\����DW�&DIH�5HG������0DLQ�
6WUHHW��.LQJV�3DUN�XQGHU�WKH�WHQW�EHJLQQLQJ�DW�������D�P��&RVW�LV�����SHU�
SHUVRQ�PHPEHUV������SHU�SHUVRQ�QRQ�PHPEHUV��$OO�&29,'�SURWRFROV�ZLOO�
EH� IROORZHG�DQG� WKH�FKDPEHU� UHTXHVWV� WKRVH�SODQQLQJ�RQ�DWWHQGLQJ�SUH�
pay at ZZZ�NLQJVSDUNOL�FRP�WR�DYRLG�D�OLQH��&KHFNV�SD\DEOH�WR�WKH�.LQJV�
3DUN�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�FDQ�EH�VHQW�WR�32�%R[������.LQJV�3DUN��1HZ�
<RUN���������<RX�ZLOO� UHFHLYH�D� IXOO� UHIXQG� LI� WKH�PHHWLQJ� LV�FDQFHOOHG�RU�
\RX�DUH�XQDEOH� WR� DWWHQG�� ,I� \RX�DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� VSRQVRULQJ� WKLV� HYHQW�
�VSRQVRUVKLS� IHH� LV��������FRQWDFW�'LDQH�0RWKHUZD\�DW��������������RU�
GLDQH#NLQJVSDUNOL�FRP�


